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has cozened from his friends a fresh supply of money, so that he
can once more live with her in peace for a while."
These considerations, though they did not quite convince our
friend, sufficed to make him waver. Laertes showed him how
improbable the story was, with which PhiHna had amused them;
reminded him how well the stranger's hair and figure answered
Friedrich; that with the start of him by twelve hours, they could
not easily be overtaken; and what was more than all, that Serb
could not do without him at the theatre.
By so many reasons, Wilhelm was at last persuaded to post-
pone the execution of his project. That night Laertes got an
active man, to whom they gave the charge of following the run-
aways. It was a steady person, who had often officiated as courier
and guide to travelling parties, and was at present without em-
ployment. They gave him money, they informed him of the whole
affair; instructing him to seek and overtake the fugitives, to keep
them in his eye, and instantly to send intelligence to Wilhelm,
where and how he found them. That very hour he mounted
horse, pursuing this ambiguous pair; by which exertions Wilhelm
was, in some degree at least, composed.
chapter XVI.
the departure of Philina did not make a deep sensation,
either in the theatre or in the public. She never was in earnest
with anything: the "women universally detested her; the men
rather wished to see her selves-two than on the boards. Thus
her fine, and for the stage even happy talents were of no avail to
her. The other members of the company took greater labour on
them to supply her place: the Frau Melina, in particular, was
much distinguished by her diligence and zeal. She noted down,
as formerly, the principles of Wilhelm; she guided herself ac-
cording to his theory and his example; there was of late a some-
thing in her nature that rendered her more interesting. She soon
acquired an accurate mode of playing; she attained the natural
tone of conversation altogether, that of keen emotion she attained
in some degree. She contrived, moreover, to adapt herself to
Serb's humours; she took pains in singing for his pleasure, and
succeeded in that matter moderately well.
By the accession of some other players, the company was ren-

